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“God . . . hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Now 
then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: 
we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.”—2 Cor. 5: 19-20. 
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THE GOSPEL IN SCANDINAVIA. 


THE general conference held in Salt Lake City, in October, 1849, marked 
an important epoch in the history of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints. On that occasion, for the first time in this dispensation, a 
little army of soldiers of the cross were sent forth to unfurl the banner 
of the Gospel to different nations of the earth. 

The noble pioneers, escaped from the fury of mobs, had barely had time 
to erect for themselves and their families some primitive huts for shelter, 
and to provide, to some extent, for existence in these valleys, and then 
their first thought was of reaching their fellow-men with the message 
entrusted to them by God. They were not in a position to form missionary 
societies, with monthly, or annual contributions; they had no facilities 
for rearing colleges and universities in which to equip missionaries for the 
work of the ministry, according to the pattern of the world; they were 
separated from civilization by a stretch of desert, one thousand miles wide, 
and risked their lives in untold perils, whenever they set out to cross this 
expanse. But the voice of the Lord had come to them: “For verily, the 
sound must go forth from this place into all the world, and unto the utter- 
most parts of the earth—the Gospel must be preached unto every creature, 
with signs following them that believe. And behold the Son of man 
cometh.”—Doc. and Cov. 58: 64, 65. They knew that the Lord never gives 
a command without imparting power to comply with it, and therefore, 
notwithstanding their poverty and all other disadvantages, they offered 
themselves on the altar. The following brethren were called to leave the 
valley for foreign missions: 

To England—Apostle Franklin D. Richards, and Elders Joseph W. 


* 
— — 
* 
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Johnson, Joseph W. Young, Haden W. Church, George B. Wallace and John 
S. Higbee. 

To France—Apostle John Taylor, and Elder Curtis E. Bolton and John 
Pack. 


To Italy—Apostle, now President Lorenzo Snow and Elder Joseph 
Toronto. 

To Denmark—Apostle Erastus Snow and Elder Peter O. Hansen. 

To Sweden—Elder John E. Forsgren. 

To the Society Islands—Elders Addison Pratt, James Brown and Hiram 
Blackwell. 

Two Scandinavian countries—Denmark and Sweden—were thus among 
the first to be selected to receive the invitation to the “marriage feast of 
the Lamb.” Undoubtedly among the inhabitants of Northern Europe the 
seed of Israel is abundant. | | 

The missionary zeal manifested at this early period of the history of the 
Church is better appreciated, if it is remembered that at this time the 
Saints in Utah numbered only about 5,000 souls. They were battling 
against the climate, and countless insects, as well as drought. The situation 
was as described in the general epistle by the First Presidency, issued in 
the spring of 1849: “In the former part of February, the Bishops took an 
inventory of the bread-stuff in the valley, when it was reported that there 
was little more than three-fourths of a pound per day for each soul, until 
the 5th of July; and considerable was known to exist which was not 
reported. As a natural consequence some were nearly destitute, while 
others had abundance. The common price of corn since harvest has been 
$2; some have sold for $3; at present there is none in the market at any 
price. Wheat has ranged from $4 to $5, and potatoes from $6 to $20 per 
bushel, and thoug': not to be bought at any price at present, it is expected 
there will be a good supply for seed by another year.” 

This will give an idea of the temporal condition of the Saints at the time 
the Scandinavian Mission was founded. Did the world ever present a 
more striking example of that implicit faith in God, which conquers all 
difficulties and obtains victory? | 

The student of history can clearly perceive that the Scandinavian 
countries at this time were being specially prepared to receive the Gospel 
of Jesus. In Denmark the ancient spirit of liberty, too long held captive 
in the narrow formalism of the State-church, commenced to break its chains. 
‘We will only mention the eloquent plea for religious liberty by Dr. A. G. 
Rudelbach, and the inconoclastic thunderbolts hurled with unerring pre- 
cision by Dr. Soren Kjerkegaard. Such efforts were not without effect. 
They prepared the masses for the light that was to break forth, and gave 
an entirely new direction to the religious life. And their voices were heard 
far beyond the boundaries of Denmark. They re-echoed through the 
valleys and mountains of the Scandinavian peninsula, on both sides of 
Kjolen. 

Religious liberty and liberty of the press became two of the character- 
istics of the constitution framed for the kingdom of Denmark in 1849— 
the year when the Scandinavian mission was decided on—and later signed 
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by King Frederick VII. Without these concessions, it is difficult to see 
how the standard of the Gospel could have been planted in these three 
northern countries. 

Whenever the Lord undertakes to bring forth among His children some- 
thing out of the ordinary, something more directly preparatory for the 
advent of His Son, He always raises up messengers to prepare the way, 
and in this light the various preachers of repentance in the Scandinavian 
countries in the first half of this century must be considered. In Hamburg 
Pastor Onchen had succeeded in gathering a circle of friends who believed 
in baptism by immersion, as taught by the English and American Baptists, 
and from Hamburg this spark of Scripture light was brought to Copen- 
hagen by P. C. Monster, and to Gothenburg by F. O. Nilsson, a sailor. 
The latter embraced the doctrines of the Baptists in the year 1847, and 
gained some friends in Gothenburg, but he was promptly banished from 
Sweden. In the year 1849, a young Lutheran clergyman, Pastor A. Viberg, 
wrote against the established church and was suspended for six months. 
But he never returned to that church. He embraced the faith of the 
Baptists and was baptized in Copenhagen by Mr. Nilsson, who was then in 
banishment. Mr. Viberg unfolded great religious activity and was wonder- 
fully successful. Through him thousands were drawn away from the 
State-church, and the path he had broken was followed by a number of 
various denominations. In Norway the work of preparing the way for the 
Gospel may be said to have devolved upon the famous preacher of repent- 
ance, Hans Nilsen Hauge, who died in the year 1824, and upon his followers. 
He never renounced the doctrines of the established church, but he laid 
bare, without mercy, the rationalism and hypocrisy of the clerical caste. 
He was a man without much book learning, but with burning zeal for 
what he considered the truth. He insisted that he was commissioned by 
God to cry repentance, and although he was incarcerated for ten years for 
his religion, he remained faithful. In his twenty-sixth year he commenced 
to preach to his friends, and then he traveled throughout the entire country 
of Norway, and finally went to Denmark, in the year 1800, where he also 
gained many followers. 

There were in the Scandinavian countries many noble messengers, who 
each in his day prepared the way for the Gospel. It was all the work of 
the Almighty. It was a manifestation of that Power which had set about 
to gather together the dry bones in the valley, and which will not cease, 
until they are all clothed over with new forms, in which the divine Spirit 
lives. 

A journey across the American continent and the ocean at that time 
was an undertaking of the magnitude of which the present generation, 
with its ocean greyhounds and fast express trains, hardly can have a true 
conception. The conference was held on the 6th and 7th of October, and 
it was already late in the season for a trip across the mountains. But the 
missionaries had been called, and set apart for a work of vast importance, 
and they did not hesitate. They wade such preparations as time and their 
limited means would permit, and on the 19th of October they were gathered 
at the mouth of Emmigration canyon, where they were organized into a 
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traveling party, by President Brigham Young. There were thirty-five 
men in the party, with twelve waggons and forty-two horses and mules. 
Shadrach Roundy was appointed captain, and now the start was made. 
The hand of the Lord was over the little party. According to the testi- 
mony of Elder John Taylor, the season was inclement, but the preserving 
hand of the Amighty was clearly seen. The snows had fallen,” says 
Elder Taylor, “on our right and left, but with a slight fall on the Sweet- 
water, and another on the day of our arrival at Old Fort Kearney, we have 
escaped unharmed.” 

The party arrived at Fort Kearney on the Missouri river on the 7th of 
December, 1849, and a few days later at Kanesville, where they were 
received by the Saints with many tokens of love and joy. From Kanesville 
the missionaries took different routes to the coast, and across the Atlantic. 
Peter O. Hansen landed in Liverpool on the 8th of April, 1850; Erastus 
Snow came there on the 16th, and John E. Forsgren on the 19th. At the 
time there were about 30,000 Saints in Great Britain, and those set apart 
for the European mission were aided financially by them. Elder P. O. 
Hansen proceeded to Scotland, where he was liberally provided for by the 
Saints, and from there he went to his native land, Denmark, arriving in 
Copenhagen on the 11th of May, 1850 One of his first efforts was the 
publication of a little pamphlet entitled: “En Advarsel til Folket” (A 
Warning to the Nation). Elder Erastus Snow, the Apostle, spent several 
weeks in England and Scotland among the Saints, but finally he was 
prepared to start for the goal of his long journey. He left London on the 
8th of June, accompanied by Elder George P. Dykes, who had performed 
missionary work among the Norwegians in La Salle county, III., in 1842, 
and who consequently had some krowledge of the Danish- Norwegian 
tongue. In Hull the two Elders were joined by Elder John E. Forsgreu. 
The three embarked in the steamer Victoria on the 1lth of June, and 
arrived in Copenhagen on Friday, the 14th of the same month, at ten 
o'clock in the morning. They were met at the landing by Elder P. O. 
Hansen, who conducted them to a hotel and here, in their room, one of 
their first acts was to offer up thanksgiving to the Almighty for His pre- 
serving care over them, and w dedicate themselves to His service in this, 
to them, a foreign land, imploring His protection and blessings upon 
their labors. 

[TO BE CONTINUED]. 


RESTORATION OF THE PRIESTHOOD. 


[Concluded from page 548.] 

Joseph and Oliver had now received the Aaronic Priesthood—the 
Bishopric, which administers the first ordinances of the Gospel; one more 
step was necessary for them, the most important yet, viz.: the obtaining 
the Priesthood of Melchisedek, which John the Baptist told them should 
in due time be conferred upon them, before they could go to and organize 
the Church of Jesus Christ according to the pattern laid down in the New 
Testament. The Priesthood they were endowed with, however, authorized 


— 
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them to preach repentance, baptize people for the remission of their sins, 
teach them words of life out of the word of God. But how could those 
who believed, had repented of their sins and had been baptized, how could 
they receive the Holy Ghost? How could they be brought into the one- 
ness of faith, unless they had apostles and prophets, evangelists, pastors 
and teachers for the perfecting of the Saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ; till all come in the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God unto a perfect man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ; that they henceforth 
be no more children tossed about with every wind of doctrine. 

All this would be impossible unless the fulness of the Priesthood was 
obtained, even the apostleship, which holds the Keys of the Kingdom of 
God. “The power and authority of the higher or Melchisedek Priesthood 
is to hold the keys of all the spiritual blessings of the Church. To have 
the privilege of receiving the mysteries of the Kingdom of heaven—to 
have the heavens opened unto them—to commune with the general 
assembly and chureh of the first-born, and to enjoy the communion and 
presence of God the Father, and Jesus, the Mediator of the New Coven- 
ant.” Again, “An Apostle is an Elder, and it is his calling to baptize and 
to ordain other Elders, Priests, Teachers and Deacons, and to administer 
bread and wine—the emblems of the flesh and blood of Christ—and to 
confirm those who are baptized into the Church, by the laying on of hands 
for the baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost, according to the Scriptures, 
and to teach, expound, exhort, baptize, and watch over the Church, and to 
confirm the Church by the laying on of the hands and the giving of the 
Holy Ghost, and to take the lead of all meetings.” 

These various duties, just enumerated, although common in our days, 
are of the utmost importance. They were new to Joseph and his asso- 
ciates, except as they had read of them, and perhaps seen some of them 
attended to in the various organizations that they formerly belonged 
to; but now instead of void formas (for those who had claimed such 
authority, denied the power of Godliness) the baptized Saints received 
the Holy Ghost under the hands of Joseph and Oliver, who in the mean- 
time had been ordained by Peter, James and John, the ancient Apostles, 
as the first Elders and Apostles in the Church of Jesus Christ; now the 
Saints prophesied, spoke in tongues, enjoyed the gifts of the Spirit, of 
which they had read so much and seen so little, and those gifts have 
remained with the Church and are enjoyed to-day, as well as in the days 
of Paul. 

Fof some unexplained reason Joseph the Prophet has not left on record 
the date of this ordination to the Apostleship, and hence, in their blind 
ignorance, some of his detractors deny that he was ever ordained an 
Apostle. Fortunately we need not rely upon the word of any man, for the 
Lord Himself has spoken most plainly on this subject. In Section 27 of 
the Doctrine and Covenants, verse 12, we read: 

“Peter, and James, and John, whom I have sent unto you, by whom I 
have ordained you and confirmed you to be Apostles.” This revelation is 
dated September, 1830. In Section 20, verse 2, we are told that “com- 
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mandments were given to Joseph Smith, Junr., who was called of God and 
ordained an Apostle of Jesus Christ, to be the first Elder of this Church, 
and to Oliver Cowdery, who was also called of God, an Apostle of Jesus 
Christ, to be the second Elder of this Church, and ordained under his 
hand.” This revelation was, no doubt, given April 6, 1830, as it recites the 
organization of the Church of Jesus Christ in these last days, and im- 
mediately precedes Section 21, a revelation given on April 6, 1830, in which 
revelation the Apostleship of Joseph and Oliver is mentioned again (v. 10 
and 11). Therefore, earlier than April 6, 1830, Joseph and Oliver had been 
ordained as Apostles of the Lord, under the hands of Peter, James and 
John, for we have the word of the Lord on that subject, and we need not 
doubt. Hence when Joseph Swith, on April 6, 1830, organized the Church 
of Christ, he did so rightfully, according to the revelations and command- 
ments of God, and by virtue of the authority resting upon him as an 
Apostle of the Lord. 

Although some churches have since claimed for themselves apostles, no 
other Church had before made such a claim; and yet, bold as it may 
appear, this claim is substantiated by analogy, by reason, and by evidences 
which no court of law can reject. 

This ordination of Joseph and Oliver to the Apostleship is of momentous 
importance. By this step the Lord confirmed upon Joseph what He had 
promised him in 1820. He had revealed unto him “line upon line, precept 
upon precept”; and in order to prepare him for the arduous task that lay 
before him, the organization of His Church in all its fulness, the Lord 
crowned His revelations to Joseph by that grace, power and glory that 
belongs alone to the high Priesthood of Melchisedek. “And this greater 
Priesthood administereth the Gospel and holdeth the key of the mysteries 
of the kingdom, even the key of the knowledge of God; therefore, in the 
ordinances thereof, the power of Godliness is manifest, and without the 
ordinances thereof, and the authority of the Priesthood, the power of God 
is not manifest unto men in the flesh; for without this no man can see the 
face of God, even the Father, and live.“ This High Priesthood holds the 
keys of revelation, of dominion, even the keys of the kingdom of God. Is 
it, then, strange that the enemy of all righteousness should be on the alert, 
and through his servants point the finger of scorn at the true servants of 
Christ, and through their mouths cry: “Delusion, Fraud?” Is it strange 
now that Peter and Paul and all the other Apostles of the Lord, except 
John the Beloved, to whom a special promise of long life was granted, is it 
strange that those good and noble men had to give their lives for the sake 
of the testimony they bore viz.: that the powers of the Apostleship, the 
keys of the kingdom, were with them? Is it strange that Joseph and his 
brother Hyrum, and other noble souls with them, were slain for the testi- 
mony of Jesus Christ, whiie Oliver Cowdery and Sidney Rigdon, who for- 
sook their high and holy calling, were not molested, nor were their lives 
saught after, having once become strangers to the work of God? 

When the tragic death of Joseph and Hyrum was announced to President 
Brigham Young, his first thought was: “Are the keys of the kingdom 
taken away with Joseph, or are they with the Twelve?” After a moment 
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of silent thought the Spirit of God enlightened his mind, and bringing his 
hand down on his thigh, he exclaimed: “The keys of the kingdom are 
here.” President Wilford Woodruff, who was then his companion, did 
during the last years of his life more than once testify to the Saints in 
conference that during the last meeting of Joseph with the Twelve, Joseph 
declared unto them that he had sealed upon them all the powers, keys and 
authority that were ever bestowed upon him, and told them to round up 
their shoulders and bear off the kingdom, else they would be damned. 
Thus, through the faithful labors of the Twelve, all the keys, powers and 
blessings which were conferred upon Joseph Smith, the Prophet, have also 
been conferred upon his successors and upon the Church. 

Now, as young men and young women in Israel, let us honor the Priest- 
hood of the Son of God, and those who bear it; let us forsake our foolishness, 
our pride, our wicked ways, and cleave unto the Lord. Let us be faitbful 
through life, even unto death, and we shall gain life eternal, which God may 
grant, I ask it in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.—A. A. RAMSEYER. 


THE QUEEN’S WEALTH. 


WE have often heard that the Queen of England is an exceedingly rich 
woman, but few people are really aware of the enormous wealth she 
possesses, Its full amount will never be known, for the wills of royal 
personages are not disclosed. As mere items of her present income, how- . 
ever, may be mentioned the yearly sum of £30,000 which Parliament allotted 
to her spouse, Prince Albert, and which has been paid her ever since his 
death as the widow of that pensioned personage. Her mother, the late 
Duchess of Kent, left her £8000 a year. Thus nearly two hundred 
thousand annual dollars go to swell her private purse, wholly outside of 
ber royal revenues, which nobody mentions in any exact terms and of 
whose real amount nobody save certain reticent officials are perhaps aware. 
Individuals, it is well known, have on several occasions bequeathed the 
Queen large fortunes. Her property in jewels alone is something pro- 
digious. Her gold plate, stored at Windsor Castle and brought to London 
for use at court festivities at Buckingham Palace is of vast value. It chief- 
ly consists of dishes, flagons, stands and shields, and has been accumulated, 
through many past generations, by the monarchs who preceded her. Other 
treasures in the way of furniture, apparel, household ornaments, tapestries, 
rugs, carriages, horses, etc., would reach huge sums if reduced to pounds, 
shillings and pence. Unless | am greatly in error, all the royal palaces are 
exempt from taxation, and the State defrays the huge expenses of main- 
taining each. It is now and then affirmed, and not without truth, that a 
President of the United States has more power than the Queen of England. 
But his yearly £10,000 makes a piteous showing beside that copious stream 
of gold which pours continuously into the coffers of Windsor. And when 
one thinks of the £30,000 per annum given the Prince of Wales, and the 
smaller yet regal incomes distributed among his brothers and sisters, one 
realizes the tremendous financial benefits which royalty obtains in one of 
the richest nations of the world.—Collier’s Weekly. 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 1900. 


THE PERVERSITY OF CHRISTENDOM. 


THE misapplication of scriptural texts is another of the strange peculiar- 
ities of Christendom—not the using of such as the basis of sermonizing, 
although this has been reduced almost to a science—one, however, without 
consistency, often fanciful, and used merely as the medium for discourse. 

We have heard many of these, some polemical, some controversial, some 
oratorical, and others as the momentary vehicle for dissertations as far 
from gospel truth as speculation and science could carry the teacher and 
the taught. Indeed, we have one instance now uppermost in memory 
where the speaker read his text, apparently in deference to the Sabbath 
day, or to hide from his hearers the burthen of his thought, for he never 
referred again to it, nor did he quote a solitary passage of scripture from 
beginning to end of a somewhat labored essay. “The word” says, that it 
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe”; 
but that was very different from modern style and modern requirement, 
very different to that which was “to the Jews a stumbling-block, and to 
the Greeks foolishness.” Their estimate of truth, of preaching, had another 
basis than that of Christ. His authority, His word, when contrasted with 
their “vain philosophy” was “as far asunder as the poles.” 

The great secret, perhaps, of modern pulpit jugglery and “darkening 
counsel by words,” is to be found in the fact that preaching has become a 
profession, a “stalking horse for gain,” and in these days of competitive 
organization and creed the most easy way of salvation, or the most ornate 
and elaborate have the field almost exclusively. The great army of 
Arminians who rest on belief, and the greater army who rely on ritual 
and ceremony, have equally gone off on a tangent from the simplicity, 
beauty, consistency and potency of that which is found in the record, 
though both appeal to it as their standard of faith and practice. The 
former class accept all the “only believes,” and act accordingly, while the 
latter make sacerdotalism and the Church to be the “save all” for the 
human race. It is remarkable that the New Testament supports neither 
view ; belief is in it only evidenced by true faith and mighty works, and 
the Church and Priesthood are only of value when divinely organized, and 
as duly called in an official capacity as were the Apostles of old. 

The one class claims that their religion is in the Bible; the other that it 
includes the Church, and yet both (equally and alike) ignore the funda- 
mental or primary requisites of membership in God’s Church and its 
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salvation, as if no such record had an existence, or mary my that it is all 
subject to private interpretation,” or on the other h witheld and 
subject to interpretation by “that Church.” 

Private judgment is the essential of Protestantism, it multiplies division, 
it creates sect, and in denying authority gives to every man the right to 
formulate his own conclusions, to be his own Priest, and organize his own 
Church if he is willing to take the trouble It is evidently one of the 
parents of spiritual scepticism and infidelity, because the anchor and 
moorings are shifting, being based alone on individuality, with all its 
idiosyncracies and chaotic crudities, without regard to authority, and in- 
dependent of revelation, while the latter, in submitting to clerical theory 
and Church discipline is also, or becomes the twin parent of unbelief and 
fanaticism, because it substitutes authority for truth, and Church inter- 
pretation for the benign influence of the Divine Spirit, which is the 
heritage of all true believers. 

The former, for proselytizing purposes misuses, perverts and “wrests the 
scriptures” from their true significance and purpose to further a foreign 
cause, one alien to the Gospel, for they not only ignore the primary ordin- 
ances and declare them non-essential or obsolete, such as “baptism” by 
immersion “for the remission of sins,” the “laying on of hands for the gift 
of the Holy Ghost,” the “signs following the believer,” the God revealed 
organization of His Church, and declare that there is no need of a Divine 
call, or of authority by the spirit of revelation; but they presume to 
apply those wondrous Epistles, written to baptized believers and members 
of the Church. They indiscriminately use such passages as “the blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sins,” with many others, to those who in 
hardly any sense can be said to be believers or members of the Church 
of God. 

These perversities surreptiously give “the childrens’ meat to dogs,” and 
as unrighteously present a common claim to Divine or Gospel blessing and 
Divine or Gospel promise, as when they take that last great commission 
given to the Apostles and use it as a cloak for the ministerial profession. 

The other—the sacerdotal class—in making “the Church the pillar and 
ground of Truth,” have also perverted that from its truthful, original 
intent, and from that perverted idea and application has grown such a 
crop of tares as already anticipates and decrees that burning, when every- 
thing shall be destroyed whose origin is purely human, for “every man’s 
work shall be made manifest, and whether he build upon “the sure founda- 
tion,” gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay or stubble: every man’s work 
shall be made manifest,” that that scripture uttered by Jesus may be 
literally fulfilled. 

“Not every one that saith unto me (or to himself, or to the world) Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will 
of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say unto me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name cast 
out devils? and in thy name have done many wonderful works? And then 
will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me ye that work 
iniquity.” Matt. 7: 21, 22, 23. 
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Now this cannot apply to heathendom, it only can refer to disobedient, 
perverse, unscriptural, apostate Christianity of “this the dispensation of 
the fulness of time”; for as righteousness means fidelity, obedience, a keep- 
ing of the word, so iniquity means perversion, disregard, rejection, disbelief, 
even while claiming to be disciples and followers of authority. This is 
perversity, for it the penalty was provided, and we, while regretting the 
situation, can but point it out, and testify that His words shall never pass 
away!” 

N. 

Very Sap.—It was with mingled surprise and sorrow that we read in 
the Deseret News of the death of Brother Enoch Salt, late of Birmingham. 
Barely five months have elapsed since we bid him good-bye in Liverpool, 
with high hopes that he would soon be able to send for the family he was 
leaving behind. Our knowledge of his zeal and force led us to the con- 
clusion that he would soon be found so invaluable to some good Ward 
that interest would be enlisted and his family reunited. For all purposes 
this is for the time postponed, and the disconsolate ones here can only 
have our sympathy and tears; but maybe the Lord will yet open the way 
for those who have always heen on hand for the public good, and whose 
hospitality to the Elders has been unquestioned. May the peace of Heaven 
be with the widow and family in this unexpected suspension of almost 
unlimited hope, that they may yet he able to say, He is “a Father to the 
fatherless, and a hushand to the widow.” Brother Salt was but 47 years 
of age. His death occurred August 13th ult., after a hospital operation, 
and his funeral services were held on the 15th, in the Tenth Ward Meeting 
House, Salt Lake City. Peace to his ashes. 


Last worps.—Elder T. G. Webber, writing the day before embarkation, 
September Ist, via Southampton, for home, expresses himself as feeling 
much better and stronger after administration in Liverpool and rest, and 
thinks that “with faith and care he will land home as well as ever.” He 
and Mrs. Webber have had a delightful trip taking it altogether, and their 
accumulation of old world memories will doubtless find many a rehearsal, 
to say nothing of mental cogitations which will be a perennial feast. 


WE had at ‘‘42” as visitors, en route by s.s. New England, for home, J. 
W. Cunningham, Esq., Mrs. Frank B. Cook, the Misses Cunningham, Alice 
S., Mildred and Florence J., all daughters of the above, and well-known 
residents of Salt Lake City. 


The ever genial, nay irrepressible Professor Evan J. Stephens, the famous 
leader of the Salt Lake Tabernacle Choir, was among the passengers on 
the same s.s. as above for home. Quite a few Elders and Saints left with 
them for Boston, August 30th, in charge of Elder A. L. Farrell, late Presi- 
dent of the Holland Mission. 


PRESIDENT JAMES M. WHITE and Elder Arthur A. Woods of the Man- 
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chester Conference, were seeing the company off along with Elder Birchall 
and a host of Oldham Saints, who cheered us all at “42” with their excellent 
singing and pleasant faces. 


PRESIDENTS LYMAN AND McMorrin left “42” on the Ist inst. for the 
District Meetings in Edinburgh and Glasgow. They were accompanied 
by Elder Albert Lyman of the Leeds and Elder Tinney of the Newcastle 
Conference. 


Wantep.—The Millennial Star for 1878, Volume XL. Anyone having 
this complete, bound or otherwise, will please communicate with this 
office, stating price, etc., and oblige, A friend. 


ArrRIVALs.—The following Elders and company arrived from Zion on the 
8.8. Belgenland, August 30th. For Great Britain—Elders Wm. S. Owen, 
Wm. A. Shepherd, Salt Lake City; Walter Read, Smithfield; Nephi Moss, 
Chesterfield ; Thomas E. McKay, Huntsville; David E. Seamons, Rockport; 
Le Roy Brough and John E. Lunt, Nephi; Ernest Bramwell and Lester 
Mangum, of St. Anthony’s Falls, Idaho. For Scandinavia—Chris. P. 
Christensen. For Germany—Lorenzo Christensen. For Netherlands— 
William D. Leeuw. For Switzerland—George A. Wood. For Turkey— 
Lester Mangum. 


Visttors.—The following visitors also arrived with the Elders on the 
same steamer. They come for genealogical and other purposes, when 
they will return. Elder Alfred Lunt and Priscilla, his wife, from Nephi; 
Sisters Rachel Davis, from Ogden; Sarah Ann Austin, Payson, and Sarah 
A. Jacobs, Lehi. We wish them all a pleasant and profitable visit, and a 
safe return to Zion. 


— 


APPOINTMENTS.—The Missionaries who arrived on the 30th prox. have 
been appointed to labor in the several Conferences as follows:—John E. 
Lunt, Birmingham; Walter Read, Nottingham; W. A. Shepherd, Sheffield ; 
Le Roy Brough, Liverpool; David E. Seamons, Leeds; Nephi Moss and 
Ernest Bramwell, Manchester; Wm. 8. Owen and Thos. E. McKay, for 
Germany, by special appointment here. 


— — — — — — — 


RELEASES.—Elders Geo. Coombs of the Birmingham, Jog. Boyes of the 
Leeds, and William E. Partington of the Liverpool Conference are honor- 
ably released to return home on the s.s. Dominion, sailing from Liverpool 
on the 13th of September. 

Elders N. M. Stewart of the Scottish and L. J. Haddock, of the Welsh 
Conference are honorably released to return home on the s.s. Cambroman, 
sailing from Liverpool, September 20th. 


‘District Mxxrmos will be held in the Co-operative Hall, Stafford 
Street, Wolverhampton, on Sunday, September 16th, at 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 
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District MEEtTINGs will be held in Fernley Temperance Hall, Ashford, 
Kent. Priesthood Meeting at 11 am., Public Services at 2:30 and 6:30 p. m., 
on Sunday, 16th inst. Elders, Saints and friends are invited. 


A STRANGER’S LETTER. 


Ir has long been said, and more often thought that there are tens of 
thousands of good, honest, honorable and anxious seekers after God in 
this land of so-called Christian and sectarian churches. Evidence of this 
fact is continually accumulating, but it is a very rare thing to see any 
such confession in print, and the Star now publishes, without permission 
of the writer, who shall be nameless, this letter to a cousin who is an 
Elder and Missionary in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
There is no disposition to traduce or misrepresent the ‘‘creeds of Christen- 
dom,” or to interfere with their advocates, but simply to point out what 
an honest, thinking man’s conclusions are, and to point out as the remedy 
for such sad conditions the fact that the Gospel is again within reach, 
that the Authority of God is again on the earth, and that the ordinances 
and principles of eternal life carry with them to-day all that was promised 
by the Savior in His time and in that of His successors, and we can re- 
commend all such to that maxim of the Saviors: “Come unto me all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden and ye shall find rest to your 
souls.” Matt. 11: 28-29. 


“T was pleased to receive and now to thank you for the very interesting 
little book you sent me. I have carefully perused its contents, and am 
— to say it meets with my views generally on the subject of religion. 

t is very easy to understand the Gospel when we have such plain answers 
to the mysterious questions that are put forth in different parts of the 
Book. As I said in my former letter to you, religion, nowadays, seems 
— more or less than a trade, for are they not like unto an apprentice 
put to learn the thing before they can start on their own account. 
at the hundreds of different creeds in our own country, and as Mr. Durant 

ints out, there is only one way to Heaven, and that is the right way. 
ow how can so many churches all lead the same way when they all 
preach or teach different doctrines? If they were, or are, going one way, 
why not all join together and work in unison under one creed or Church, 
until we are brought to this —— totally? And yet I don't think 
religion will alter much from the present day system. These are my ideas 
of the matter. I like religion very well, because it can’t do anyone any 
harm, and the singing is very nice to hear, but I’ve given it up altogether 
since [ left the Army. When you can go and sit for an hour listening to a 
sermon written on — by some eminent member of some institution, 
or a made up affair by a curate, which has taken him days and nights to 
compose, then, I say, there is no Pfalz spirit in the affair, and people are 
foolish to listen to such stuff. like a man to speak his mind, and a 
godly man can always utter a prayer or preach a sermon right from his 
conscience, for then it brings out the sterling quality of the man. I could 
don the clerical uniform and write sermons, and deliver sympathetic 
speeches to people without feeling the benefit myself, unless it was to my 
ket, which would pate depend on the amount taken in collection. 
could do like the Salvation Army, “kind friends we only want 11}d. to 
make up the sbillin z DOW while we sing another verse bel us by giving 
what you can afford.” While singing the amount is brought up to some- 
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thing over a shilling, and then comes the cry, “we thank you for what you 
have given, try and make it up to 28., and the Lord will bless you.“ Now 
dear cousin, if this state of affairs is allowed to be carried on, we shall 
never in this world see the way which leads to everlasting life. I’m sure 
I am as anxious to lead a godly life as yourself, but now, while these 
different religious views are a J don’t see how. Now, dear cousin, 
I must close, trusting you will forgive this liberty of chastising religion 
and religionists on my part, and I shall always be willing and pleased to 


receive any of your opinions on this subject.” 


SIGNS OF THE TIMES! 


France Deciininc.—An official return states that the number of births 
registered in France during last year was 843,933, a decrease of 15,174 
compared with 1897. There were 810,073 deaths in 1898, showing an 
increase of 59,054 compared with the previous year. The excess of births 
over deaths during the year was thus 33,860.— Reuters Telegram. 


In Convention.—Dr. Lunn, with a voice that penetrated into the ut- 
most cranny and corner of the building, denounced sacerdotalism and all 
its ways. The Free Churches are not guiltless. The Wesleyans impose a 
four years’ probation on a minister before they allow him to administer the 
Communion. Dr. Lunn’s father has been a local preacher for forty years, 
and he may not administer the Communion.— British Weekly. 


A BisHops Ipga.—The Bishop of Sodor and Man declared that Church 
controversies. will revive with renewed bitterness when the public in- 
terest in the war wanes with the war itself, and he warns us that if these 
unhappy controversies arouse a great public indignation, then the days of 
the “Establishment” will be numbered. A Church out of harmony with 
the nation cannot remain as its representative.— Zz. 


THe Surly or CLERGy.—On all sides we hear of clergy complaining of 
their inability to get suitable curates— suitable“ meaning, we are afraid, 
in many cases, men who have not been very long ordained. And here we 
touch at once upon one of the reasons deterring young men, with every 
indication of a vocation for the ministry of the Church, from seeking 
admission to Holy Orders. When they see curates with from ten to fifteen 
years experience in varied clerical work unbeneficed and not able to find 
spheres of work because they are “too old,” they naturally hesitate to 
face the considerable risk of being themselves in a similar position after 
a few years of work. Neither devotion nor earnestness, they say, can 
save us from such a fate, and, conscious of this, they stifle their desires 
and turn aside to other careers, to the great loss of the ministry of the 
Church.—Church Bells. 


— e m : — 


Acainst CHRISTIANS.— The Chinese Minister at St. Petersburg, 
Lang- Vu, has written at some length to Baron Suttner stating what he 
holds to be the principal causes of Chinese hatred against Christians. No 
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bonest Chinaman he says, has ever been converted to Christianity. The 
missionaries have recruited their converts from the worst of the natives— 
dishonest men who had escaped from their debts, and using the shelter of 
the foreigners to take legal process against their compatriots. The Chinese 
wish as little to become Christians as Europeans can desire to accept the 
doctrines of Confucius. As to the commercial relations between China and 
foreign nations, they can be developed as much as the Powers would like, 
but it is essential that conflict in the future should be avoided by respect- 
ing the religious and moral ideals of the Chinese people.—Central News 
Telegram. 

PRAYERS FOR THE DETARTED.— Memorial services,” as they are called, 

have now become sucn an institution that it is time that we should ask 
ourselves what is the meaning of them. With what intention, to what 
purpose, were memorial services held in the Chapel Royal, St. Paul’s, and 
Westminster Abbey on the occasion of the Duke of Coburg’s death? 
To ourselves these functions appear jejune and meaningless, and certainly 
they are overdone; but there must be something at the bottom of them, or 
they would not have developed so rapidly and so generally. Well, we 
believe that English people are no longer content with the Protestant 
theory of the state of the departed, and are dimly groping if haply they 
may discover the truth which for us Catholics has always been a fixed 
belief. It was a remarkable admission of the Primate’s, that an occasion 
like the War is one which justifies prayer for the departed, though the 
absurd conclusion would seem to follow that such prayer must not always 
be permitted. But as we have arrived so far, we think that those who are 
responsible for “memorial services” should try to bring them more closely 
into accord with Catholic faith and practice by inserting petitions for all 
the faithful dead and the repose of the soul of the person commemorated. 
Otherwise, we can see no use in continuing an observance which has no- 
thing but novelty to recommend it.—Church Times. 


— — 


Non-CHRISTIANS IN THE HEREAFTER.- One correspondent says: Non- 
Christians will fare just the same as Christians. To assume other than 
this is to assume (1) that the Creator of all men—men of all epochs, races, 
and creeds: the Creator of millions of probably habitable worlds besides 
our own—is but a local, tribal, or sectarian God. (2) That up to less 
than nineteen hundred years ago, all mankind, with the possible exception 
of the Jews, went to perdition (from ignorance of a revelation which was 
never vouchsafed tothem). All evidence, as distinguished from corpse-like 
tradition, makes the conclusion inevitable that the life, and not the creed, 
is what makes or mars the man. Amongst Latin races we find that even 
passionate devotion to “Catholic” creed is not incompatible with scoundrel- 
ism. In Russia robbers and murderers contemplating crime have been 
known to mumble promises of votive offerings to orthodox Greek churches 
if their villainy were successful. Must we assume that such creatures are 
sure of Heaven by virtue of their “Catholic” creed, while a man who 
doesn’t even profess Christianity, but lives it in another fold, is doomed to 
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everlasting punishment} Father This and Father That may say that their 
particular creed is everything, and that the life is nothing in comparison ; 
but as they are obviously not the favored confidants of their Maker’s eternal 
purposes, their presumption involves only serious responsibility for them- 
selves—not for those who are more reverent and more bumble.—Cor. 
Church Gazette. vs 


An AvutHority.—The Rev. Dr. MacLaren, at a conference of the United 
Methodist Free Church, at Manchester, made a strong appeal for Christian 
unity. He said the age of separation was passed. Their own denomina- 
tion had proved that the current had changed, that the centrifugal 
tendency had become centripetal, and that the separate units were now 
drawing together. The Methodists set the example; the communion to 
which he belonged followed suit. He hoped it was not the dream of an 
enthusiast that some day there would be one Methodist Church of England; 
just as in Scotland there was going to be the great fusion of the two 
historical church bodies which would be consummated in the course of 
the present year. (Applause.) But they wanted to go further than that; 
the tendency was in the air, and they were bound to yield to it. They 
had in the past built the walls between the various denominations so high 
that nothing without wings could get over them. He did not want to pull 
the walls down, but at the same time he did not believe in unity which 
was bought at the price of silence as to the principles they held. (Ap- 
plause.) He could see no reason why there should always be broken glass 
on the top of the wall—(hear, hear)—and he pleaded for a clearing away 
of the spikes and the barbed wire and the broken glass, and for the 
taking down of a few courses of bricks, so that hands might be shaken 
across the wall. (Applause.) And so he begged and pleaded that the 
representatives of that important denomination would give their earnest 
and thorough support to the Evangelical Free Church Council’s great 
movement.—Guardian. 


Missions TO THE JEws.—Missions to the Jews have never had anything 
but the most indifferent success. Without exaggeration they might be 
written down a huge failure. Addressing themselves exclusively to the 
poorest and most ignorant section of the community, they have attracted a 
handful of converts by holding out material inducements which not every 
unfortunate person has the moral courage to withstand. To Jews, this 
has been so apparent all along that they have never taken the operations 
of missionary agencies seriously. They could afford to smile at the futility 
of efforts having for their object the saving of Jewish souls, knowing that 
the prizes of conversionist societies consisted of unprincipled persons who 
were keen to play upon the credulity of their captors, and willing to change 
their faith for a consideration. At length the missionaries themselves 
are coming to recognise their want of success, for they are casting about 
for more hopeful methods. A new field is to be opened up for the em- 
ployment of women. As an alternative to typewriting and telephoning, 
ladies may now add, if they choose, missionary work among the Jews! 


